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of Turkey in Ask was much crippled. By the System of Mandates
their territories were divided and handed over to various European
nations for administration under the auspices of the League of Na-
tions. German colonies were distributed amongst France, England,
Belgium and Japan.

The League of Nations. The chief achievement of the war was
the establishment of the League of Nations. The world had suffered
terribly during the Great War and hence people in different countries
felt the necessity of some agency which could bring the nations to-
gether to discuss their differences, so that by mutual understanding
they could avoid war. Through the earnest efforts of President
Woodrow Wilson of the U.S.A. the Covenant of the League of Na-
tions was embodied in the first article of the Treaty of Versailles.

The System of Mandates. Outside Europe the territories of Ger-
many and Turkey were disposed of by the system of Mandates. By
this system the ceded territories were handed over to the various
European Powers not as owners but as 'governors' in trust under the
League of Nations. Under this system Great Britain obtained Pales-
tine, Mesopotamia, German East Africa, and part of Togoland and
Cameroons. To France were assigned Syria and'a part of German
Colonies in Africa. German South-West Africa went to the Union
of South Africa. Kiaochau was assigned to Japan, and the islands in
the Pacific went to Australia, New Zealand and Japan.

CRITICISM OF VABSAILLES PEACE SETTLEMENT OP 1918

The World War I ended by the Treaty of Versailles and other
treaties but it failed to solve all problems satisfactorily and gave rise
to a number of complications. The "peace settlement, far from im-
proving the situation in Europe, created certain serious difficulties.
Some of the problems and complications created by the peace settle-
ment or in other words the defects and shortcomings of the peace
settlement are briefly given as under:

1. Unbearable Punishment and Ignominy Imposed on Germany.
Germany was held responsible for "War-guilt.". She was required
to pay a huge war indemnity which was altogether beyond her re-
sources. This heavy indemnity was revised at times and caused her
economic dislocation. Her army, navy and air force were greatly
reduced. Some of her war-ships and U-boats were destroyed and her
future production of arms and ammunition was strictly controlled.
She was required not to train her youths for military purposes. She
was required to supply large quantities of coal to Italy, Belgium and
France for .a period of fifteen years. Her territory to the west of the
Rhine was to remain in the control of the Allies as a security for her
fulfilment of the terms of the treaty.

As regard territory, Alsace and Lorraine were taken from Ger-
many and given back to France. Likewise Belgium, Denmark,
Poland and others got some German territory. Her colonies were dis-
tributed among England, France, Belgium and Japan. In fact she
was reduced 4to miserable condition and she became a third-rate